IN  CORROBORAT10N  OF  HUXLEY

we enter the region of morals, Ave are in a world
where all is plastic, indefinite, relative. Right and
wrong are so only under certain conditions. It may
be right to lie and steal and murder under certain
extraordinary circumstances. "The certainties of
the moral and spiritual realm " to which Dr. Abbott
refers, and upon which he says " all {esthetic, all
domestic, all political and national life are based/*
are not outward demonstrable certainties, like
those of science, but inward personal certainties,
which involve our constitution and our temporary
relations to the universe and to each other.

Dr. Abbott says he feels but a languid interest in
the critical discussion as to the authorship of the
four Gospels. This may well be. It may be be-
cause Dr. Abbott is not primarily interested in ques-
tions of evidence or in logical and reasoning pro-
cesses. He is a moralist and preacher, and seeks
the springs of conduct, not the sources of logical
conviction, I believe he accepts the doctrine of
demoniacal possession ; it seems to suit his emo-
tional and imaginative type of mind. But a man
of science, as such, could no more accept such an
explanation of any form of insanity than he could
attribute crystallization to the work of fairies or the
wind and the storm to furies. The authorship of
the four Gospels may not be a vital question to the
religious mind, but as a question it is a matter of
evidence, and not at all of personal impression.
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